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My Lord, | 
, the great eſteem I hase always had as well for your Lordſtips Parts 
d Prudence, as your Fathers Logalty, in clines me to make a favourable 

| conſtrut#ion of zour Words and AGions; yet the late Speech and Petition 

pnbliſb d under your, Name, are of ſo Sirange a Nature, and ſo ill an 
| to our preſent circumſtances, that I cannot but acquaint yon with my thoughts 
pom that um ſesſonalle ſuljed; where , (did I not ſee my Soveraign ſo nearly 
concern d) that many do con Irie this to be nct ſo much petitioning, as threatning 
His Sacred Majeity , I would have paſs d it over, and buried my reſentments 
in Oblivion. 

Tam ſorry, my Lord , gen begin with ſo weak an obſervation from Hiftories 
and Records , as that many Farliaments fave Leen unfortunate ,” when called at 
Places remote from the Capital Cin. Did you er er objerve how unfortunate have 
. many Parliaments been , /in called jn ibis Capital City, or how many have 
been fortunate. when elſewhere com eened ? My na all Writers of the late Nebel- 
hop, obſerve it a great overſight in His late Majeſty, not to hade called His Long 

2 ag to Tork, or ſome gther place remuie from the City of London'; 
3 e ſo many F actious N were held, and fo manyPerniciousContrivances 
Kat mered, together th ibe Rabhles umnulinous running to Weſtminſter-Hall, 
and the Common- Councils — er rather Adviling the King, (Me- 


chamichs 


! 
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and Deſolation on the while Kingdom, 
But your Objewvation is not ſo real, as your Preſidents are emphatical and my- 
fterions : You. inſtance three unhappy Kings, and without the leaſt ground in 


Hiitury , you ſeen to ſuppoſe the places of calling their Parliaments , the canje of 


their miſcarriage. Tam ſure you know the comrary is manifeſt by our most au- 
thentick Monuments and Records, To popular fears and jealouſtes, fomented by 
ambitions and diſcontented Grandees ; Theſe, as well as other Princes in general, 
owed almeſt all their troubles, as nom we do in a great proportion. 

To theſe Henry the 2d. ( by jon mentioned, ) owed the unnatural Broils and 
DiitraGions of bis Kingdom, when they, together with Lewis King of France, 
incited the Son to rebel againſt the Father; in which they were thus far more 
excuſable than others , that the Son was no Baitard, but the undouited Heir 


of the Crown, and a titular King. Theſe were in a great meaſure the chief cauſes of 


all the miſchiefs and miſeries of H. 3. Reign, when under the colour of redrejſing 


the peoples Grievances , they brought upon the Nation the great of Grievance of 


e 
all, an inteftine Civil War for many years together; and though they loudly 
pretended to fight for the Liberty of the Subject, get themſelves were as beiter 
than ſo many rants, as ancient and modern Authors teſtifie, Baker, p. 86, 

And for H. 6th. His fate was the conſequence of his Grandfathers Uſurpa- 
tion; for, De male Queſitis vix gaudet tertius heres. | 

The people at laſt, weary of their change, began to open their eyes and think it 
leiter toſubniit to their lawful Prince, than to 4 violent Oſurper ; Nevertheleſs 
this rezolution could not be effected withont a great deal of difficulty , had not a 
gap been opened by the ambition of wicked Stateſmen, who to have the ſole anage 


ment of affairs'to themſelves, contrived the death of the Kings Brother, and - 


lipport, the good Duke of Glouceſter; as now ſome conſpire ugainit his R. H. the 
letter to enable themſelves to di(poſe of the King as they pleaſe. 2's 


Thus for your Speech, but jour Petition runs a little further. 
In ile firſt place, you aggravate the dangers of Popery, of which all true Pro- 
teſtants are ſufficiently apprehenſive; yeb withal , My Lord, be not deceived, we 
kxow too well the Proceedings of fome Perſons who are influenced, and often miſ- 
led by thoſe that hate the Name, but ( as to themſelves ) love the practice of 
Arbitrary Power that pretended to Stand for the Church of England, but really 
advanced Fattion In fine, that would fain perſwade us they love the King, 
though by their ations any man of ſenſe may perceive hom little they care for His 
Government, | | 
Ton are troubled, it ſeems, that the next Parliament is to meet at Oxford; where 
(ou ſay) neither Lords nor Commons can be in ſafety, but will be dayly 
expoſed to the Swords of the Papiſts and their adherents. Of whom too 
many have crept into His Majeſties Guards. Do you know , my Lord, anje 
Juch Papiſts nom in the Guards If you do, tit all our duty to our King 
and Conntrey to have them ſecured : If not , tis a groundleſſe ſurntiſe and 
4 frivolous pretence , unfit to be mentioned by Perſons of Honour. Certain 
it is, we have more. reaſon to believe our Noble Petitioners inclining to ' Diſs 
ſention, than His Majeſties Guards inclined to Popery ; for the latter do openly 
proteſt againſt all Papiſts , the former do zealouſly ſollicite for the Phanaticks, 
endeavouring to unite them to the Church of England, not by their coming to ax, 
but 


chanicks turning Politicians, and leaving their Shops and Trade, to ſit at ihe 
Helm of Government) that all wiſe men conclude, thence came the Plague of War 


but-ours to them, we loſing our Ground, ard they ſtill keeping their on. Beſides, 
we know the latter have often taken Teſts and Out i againſt the Innovations of Po- 
pery, but 1 conld never find that the former tock any againſt the Nezelties of Schi(in. 
| If His Majeſtie thinks himſelf "ſecure at Oxford, and dlonlis not io tommit His 
Sacred Per jon to his Guards ; what reaſon kate Jon to apprekend any danger? 
Sure, 'tis-his Majeſties Death, not yours, the 478 ba ve kitkerto deſigned 5 how 
then can you beſo apprehenſive, while he is ſecure * | 
As for the Kings Evidence, I doubt not but they will ckearſully exdure a (il1/c 
znconuenience, to make an endof this execralle Plot. Lis an adtantdge meſt of 
them have, to endureike greateſt e nkichr.ow, Tam confident, they wilinot 
decline to conſummate the great work t ey kate ſowell Llegun. . 
My Lord, I wiſh as heartily as any one in England, the ſrequent meetings of 
Parliament, and the geod correſpondence of King and People; LI amperhaps as 
much concerned as anotl er, to have the Libertie ive Subject preſerved int iolable. 
Net, when I ſee thoſethat ſhould be prefervers of this Lilertie, firſt invade it, and 
endeavour to Monopolize Arbitrarie Power to themſelves, Ithink ſelf-preſervation 
allows me to oppoſe them. Tir a true ſaying, cottuꝑtio optimi peſſima, and ex- 
perience tells us, That Parliaments may erre as well as Kings. | 
[willconclude, with a ſhort reflection om Jome tranſa@ions preceding the Long 
Parliament, in the [ate Kings Reign; where it is obſervable, that his MajeStie 
finding kis Parliaments ſtill retrograde , and bent rather to foment than compoſe 
the differences of the Kingdom, in September 40. He ſummon'd the great Coum- 
cil of His Peers, to conſult about the weightie Affairs of the Nation: But this 
( ſaith a late Hiitorian ) was not very well lik d by thoſe who favour'd the 
Scots, whoſe chief Deſigne aim d at the calling of a Parliament, which they 
fear'd the meeting ot the Peers might prevent. Wherefore the Earls of 
Bedford, Hertford, Eſſex, Warwick, Moul erave, Ballingbrook and Briſtol, the 
Lords Say, Brook, Paget, Mandavile, and the Lord Edward Howard preſented 
a Petition to the King, repreſenting many great Diſtempers and Dangers, 
threatning the Church and State, and His Royal Perſon; as ſundry Innoya- 
tions in matters of Religion; Increaſe of Popery, by employing Papiſts in 
places ot Truſt; The great miſchief that might enſue, if the Forces rais d in 
— ſhouid be brought into Exgland, &c. For remedy whereof, they 
pray, that a Parliament might be ſummon d, to redreſs theſe grievances,and 
puniſh the Authors; and like wiſè to compoſe the War with Scotland without 
Blood, and unite both Kingdoms againſt the common Enemy of the Reform... 
ed Religion. 

Ard this was ſeconded by another Petition of the Common Council of London, 

to the (ame effect, ſee Baker, p. 470. | | 
Theſe, my Lord, were as fair pretences, and as plauſible inducements, io hate a 
Parliament then called, as any can offer at preſent; and yet the world knows what 
pernicious Deſigns were then 4 hatching againſt the King and Government, by thoſe 
verie perſons that promoted that Petition; and happie were His Majeſtie, had he 
rejected theirimportunity, Toevery ag Ste isa ſeaſon, ſaiththe wiſe alan; 
and without doubt, there is a ſeaſon for Petitioning. Is certainly our duty, with 
all bumrility, to beg of our Soveraign what me think neceſſarie or convenient for the 
publick good; jet for to preſt bim to it, when he tleclares againſt it for good reaſons, 
( as we ought to ſuppoſe ) is 4 very great preſumption,” not to be endured ina Sub- 
Jeff. Tf the Laws have feed in the King the abſolute yower of calling adjourn- 
| ing, 
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ing, proroguing and difſoluing his Role when, and wherc hepleaſes, ſhall 
we be wiſer than the Laws, and limit our Princes Will? | 
Beſides, when diſcomented Stateſmen are found the promoters of ſich Petitions, 
tis natural to ſuſpe& they do it for ſome ſiniſter Deſign, Timeo Danaos & dong 
ferentes. Ifthe great Politician Achitophel hang'd kimſelfthroygh diſcontent, 
becauſe his Counſel was not followed, we cannot in prudence but think others will 
leave no _ unremoved to ſatisfie their paſſion. There are ſome Weathercocks in 
the World, who had a hand in all the Revolutions of their time, modo harum, 
modo illarum partium, but never faithful to any; If your Lordſhip be ſo far 
overſeen as to join with theſe, they will undoubtedly leave you in the lurch, when 
tis too late to repent. Therefore in time conſider the Wiſe mans adrice My 
Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, and meddle not with them that are 
given to change ; for their calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who know. 


eth the ruine of them both? Prov. 24. 21. 
I am, 


Your Lordſhips real well wiſher, 
and humble Servant, 


LS. 


